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Idle ¢hat with his idol: Double leg amputee Josh Pobursky takes in Quebec Remparts practice with NHL great and team co-owner Patrick Roy this week.
Pobursky had more than his dream to meet Roy come true later, as he was invited to join in the QMJHL club's pre-playoff workout.

SPOTLIGHT STORY | Patrick Roy, who retired in May as arguably the greatest goalie in NHL history,
has refocused his passion as part owner, vice-president and GM of the QMJHL's Remparts

St. Patrick’s fire still burns

MARK CARDWELL
SPECIAL TO THE GAZETTE

UEBEC CITY - It's early afternoon,

and Patrick Roy is leaning back

in a rich leather couch on his

spacious office in Le Colisée,
looking every bit retired.

Casually dressed in leather sandals
and a black T-shirt and track pants -
the same colour as his Hummer, which
is parked outside the arena - he blandly
answers questions about his decision to
quit the Colorado Avalanche last May,
and what he has been up to since.

But when Roy is asked about the re-
putedly arrogant words and gestures
that made him a plaver opponents
loved to hate, he suddenly sits bolt up-
right, his eyes flashing with the fearful
intensity that helped make him, ar-
guably, the greatest goaltender in
hockey history.

“I think we should read the meaning

of arrogant in the dictionary,” Roy
said acidly. “I see myself more as a
fighter, a guy with passion. I love the
game of hockey and, in the position I
played, I didn’t have the right to show
any weakness.

“As a goalie, if you show weakness
to your teammates, they're gonna be
nervous, they're gonna be afraid of the
next shot on the net, they're gonna
change their game. My job was to
show them that I was accountable for
every game in which I was involved.

“The last thing my teammates had
to worry about was that I was ready to
play They knew they could count on
me everynight.”

In many ways, Roy has brought a
similar approach to his new career as
a local sports entrepreneur — and with
equally successful results,

Since moving back here to his home
town last summer with his wife,
Michele, and their three school-age

children - Jonathan, Frederick and
Jana - he has most notably immersed
himself in running the day-to-day op-
erations of the Quebec Remparts.

As minority owner, vice-president
and general manager of the Quebec
Major Junior Hockey League fran-
chise, which practises and plays in the
Colisée, Roy works closely with the
team’s administrative personnel and
the coaching staff.

In addition to daily meetings in his
trophy-lined second-floor office to dis-
cuss team and league business, road
trips, trades and potential draft picks,
Roy helps the coaches on the ice at al-
most every morning practice. He also
does video research and often accom-
panies the team on road trips.

“It's been a huge challenge, butI've
learned a lot and had a ton of fun,”
said Row, who purchased the team sev-
en years ago as an equal pariner with
two wealthy area businessmen -

Jacques Tanguay and Michel Cadrin -
for $850,000.

According to league officials, the
team is now worth a cool $3 million.

“I'm working with great people and
evervbody's involved and has input,
even on small decisions. I refuse to
make it a one-man show;” said Roy, who
is also a partner in his wife's Russian-
style spa in downtown Quebec City
and the city’'s annual Bell Challenge
women's tennis tournament.

“I'm almost ashamed to say we're
working, because we're having so
much fun.”

He added, however, that he gets most
of his enjoyment from working with
the team’s two dozen players, who are
gearing up for a first-round playoff se-
ries against the heavily favoured
Prince Edward Island Rocket (former-
lv the Montreal Rocket).

Please see ROY, Page (3

Vlarch
Vadness
restores

Jaith

Souray’s return places Komisarek on roster bubble .




THE GAZETTE, MONTREAL, THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 2004

3

Devils cool off Penguins

P s A e 4

——

Roy

CONTINUED FROM C1

“I consider myself privileged
to have a chance to work with
young players who have the same
dream I had at their age - with
the exception that I know how to
get there and [ want to help them

| prepare for that,” said Roy, who

has billeted two 16-year-old play-
ers, Joey Ryan and Andrew An-
dricopoulos, in his home on near-
by Lac Beauport. “Obviously,
some won’t make it and some
will. Our job is to make sure they
all have a positive experience.”

According to Eric Lavigne, the
Remparts’ second-year coach,
Roy’s energy and enthusiasm
have been an inspiration to the
coaches and players.

“It’s a great pleasure to work
with him,” Lavigne said. “He’s a
very passionate person who likes
to talk hockey. He’s a maniac for
details. He's like a computer.”

He added that Roy is most in-
terested in positional play and
spends most of his time on the
ice working with the team’s de-
fencemen.

“He talks to them a lot, tells
them the goalie doesn’t like this
thing or that,” Lavigne said.
“He’s very intense, but he’s also
smart and competitive. He wants
towin all the time.”

Roy’s partners have been
equally impressed with his per-
formance this season.

“Patrick’s been a huge plus for
the team,” said Tanguay, who
manages his family’s province-
wide furniture business and is
the founding president of Uni-
versité Laval's football team.

“He’s got incredible passion
for the game of hockey and he’s
got such a positive attitude. He
always finds solutions to prob-
lems. He’s a tremendous role
model for our kids.”

Tanguay also said that Roy has
shown himself to be an astute
businessman.

“He’s shown good judgment
about what it takes to make busi-
nesses profitable. Sports is a field
that relies on its fans and its finan-
cial partners. Patrick under-
stands that, and he’s worked hard
to develop those bases. He goes to
alot of games and signs hundreds

‘He’s a maniac for details’

After 18 NHL seasons and nu-
merous records, Patrick Roy re-
tired from the NHL on May 18,
2003. Here's a look at some of
his records and statistics:

Regular Season
Most games played: 1,029
Most minutes played by a goal-
tender: 60,254
Most wins: 551
Highest winning percentage
(goalies with 400 wins or
more): .618
Career goals-against average:
2.54 (25th all-time)
Career shutouts: 66 (11th)
Most 30-win seasons: 13

Playoffs .

Most games played: 247
Most minutes played: 15,209

THE PATRICK ROY LEGACY |

Most shutouts: 23 ‘
Most consecutive wins in play- |
offs: 11 (1993, tied with Ed 1
Belfour and Tom Barasso) !
Most playoffs with 10 ormore |
wins: 9 |
Winning percentage: .616 (third |
all-time) l
Goals-against average: 2.30 \
(13th all-time) {

Awards _ ‘
11-time NHL all-star. Four-time |
Stanley Cup champion (1986 and “
'93 with Canadiens; 1996 and . |
2001 with Avalanche. Arecord ' |
three Conn Smythe Awards as {
playoff MVP (1986, 1993, 2001). |
Three Vézina Trophies as NHL's |
top goaltender (1989, '90, '92).

SOURCE: 2003-04 COLORADO
AVALANCHE MEDIA GUIDE

of autographs in the stands.

“His charisma and notoriety
haven’t diminished,” Tanguay
added. “We don’t just have Sid-
ney Crosby in the league this
year, we've got Patrick Roy”

For Roy, who was born, bred,
and schooled not far from the Col-
isée, and who still has family and
friends in the area, retirement is
working out according to plan.

“I always knew I'd do some-
thing, and that it would be here,”
said Roy, who admits to being
preoccupied about what he’d do
after his playing career. “I'm not
the kind of guy to stay at home.”

Interestingly, Roy credits for-
mer New York Islanders great
Brian Trottier with helping him
prepare for the angst that eats
away at many players when
their careers end.

“There’s an emptiness,” said
Roy, who walked away from the
final year of a three-year,
$24-million (U.S.) contract - al-
though, thanks to a clause in his
contract, he received $1 million
in severance pay. “You miss the
friendships with the players, not
going to the rink, the trips.

“(Trottier) said to me: ‘Patrick,
you need about six months.” He
wasright.

“The first three months didn’t
really count. I quit (in May), and
the summer is just the normal
process. Retirement really starts
in September, when you don’t
show up in camp, you don’t have
exhibition games. You then need
six months for your body to heal,
and your mind to heal.

“I'mjust starting to feel retired
now,” said Roy, who claims he
hasn’t watched an NHL game all
year. (He also reportedly backed
out at the last minute of a trip to
Montreal on Tuesday to see the
Canadiens play the Avalanche so
he could watch Remparts video
with Lavigne.)

“I'm lucky because I've got a
great wife and children that have
been supportive for me, not just
today but all my life and my ca-
reer. For me to be able to do what
I love in my life, that’s what I'm
doing now.

“I always believed that, if you
want to make a good investment,
you have to invest in what you
like. I did that, and I love doing
what I'm doing right here.

“Idon’t want to go nowhere.”

Mark Cardwell is a freelance
writer who lives near
Quebec City




